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GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE. 


Executive OFFICE, Jackson, Miss., Jan. 2, 1877. 
To the Senate and House of Representatives: 


GENTLEMEN—-At the beginning of a new year, and of à ^ 
new century in our country’s history, you have assembled 
as the Legislative Branch of the State Government, to 
dedicate yourselves anew to the various duties and re- 
sponsibilities with which you have been entrusted. 

Conscious, as you are, of the magnitude and importance 
of these trusts, and of the wisdom and labor required to 
administer them with impartial justice, it is confidently 
believed that you will be found not wanting in a proper 
conception of what the exigencies of the times demand, 
nor in the courage necessary to enact such laws as will be 
sufficient to protect the interests of every citizen of the 
State, and to enforce that which is right under any and all 
circumstances. 

Imay be permitted to express the hope that your ses- 
sion will be characterized by harmony, wise counsel and 
generous charity, and that your labors will so promote 
the general welfare as to entitle you to the blessings of 
Gop, and to the gratitude of the people you represent. 

At no previous period have the necessities of the 
State more thoronghly demanded prudent, careful and 
economical legislation, and I entertain no doubt but that 
the wisdom, prndence and economy that marked the 
proceedings of your last session, will be rigidly adhered to 
during the present. The practical experience Which you 
have in conducting legislative business, will enable you 
to proceed at once intelligently with the work before 
you. 

It is with feelings of profound pleasure that I congrat- 
ulate you on the domestic and social prosperity and 
tranquility of our beloved State. During the recent 
exciting political canvass, comparative peace and good- 
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order prevailed. No disturbance was reported that was 
not promptly met and suppressed by the local authorities, 
nor has it been charged that any citizen of the State 
refused to submit to, or in any way resisted, the authority 
of any civil officer. So far as I am advised, not a single 
disturbance occurred on the day of election; and at no 
time since the organization of the State Government, 
have the people been more peaceful, quiet and law-abid-. . 
ing. 

While the past seasons have not been as favorable as 
could have been desired, and the yield of the crops has 
been comparatively small, yet the husbandman and: the 
laborer have received a reasonable reward for their labor, 
and good health, the greatest of earthly blessings, has 
generally prevailed. No epidemic, or malignant form of 
disease, has appeared in our midst. For these, and other 
blessings, we should, as a people, be filled with reverent 
thankfulness to “Him from whom cometh every good and 
perfect gift.” 

In compliance with my constitutional duty, and to aid 
in directing your attention to matters which require con- 
sideration, I submit a summary of the condition of the 
State, and its various institutions, accompanied by the 
recommendation of such measures as seem to me neces- 
sary and expedient. | 


THE PUBLIC REVENUES. 


The Reports of the Auditor of Public Accounts and 
State Treasurer will show the finances of the State to, be 
in a most satisfactory condition. At the present date, 
the Reports not having been completed to the close of 
the past year, it is impossible to give in full the transac- 
tions of the two Depatiments. But at an early day, I will 
transmit to you the Reports of the officers named, con- 
taining a complete statement ‘of the operations of their 
respective Departments during the year 1876. 

When you met in regular session, in January, 1876, the 
warrants of the State were sold on the streets of Jackson 
at from 80 to 85 cents onthe dollar. In January, 1875, 
sales were made by public officers at 73 cents, and in 
July, at 85 cents. ‘A careful calculation shows the aver- 
age price of warrants, during 1875, to have been 84 
cents. During your session, the value of the paper of 
the State rose to 95 cents: Shortly afterwards, and du- 
_ring the dull months of summer, when there were few 
taxes to pay, and but little occasion for dealings, of any 
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consequence, in State warrants, the price rose to 97 - 
cents, and remained at that figure until about the first of | 
November, when it rose to "99 cents. Since the-last 
named date, the paper of the State, although nominally 
at one cent below par, has really been worth dqllar 
for dollar. 

This satisfactory result is due to the wisdom and pru- 
dence of your legislation in 1876, to the public confidence 
felt in the administration of the affairs of the govern- 
ment, and to the spirit of retrenchment and economy 
that pervades every department I congratulate you, 
and through you the people of-every. section of the State, 
upon the present prosperous condition of our finances, 
andupon the satisfactory report which the public ser- 
vants are enabled to make of their stewardsnip. 

The following figures will give you a tòlerably fair idea 
of the transactions of the financial branch of the State 
government, from the first day of January, 1876, to the 
dates mentioned: 

Disbursements by warrants from January 1st 


to December'16th................ ....eeesese ees. $507,816.55 
The disbursements for the remainder of the 

year will not exceed, say,......................... 40,000.00 
Making total disbursements, 1876 ............... se. $547,816.55 


In 1875, from January 1st to December 
91st, the disbursements by warrants 
were, (as per Auditors report, January 


Ist, 1876, p. 2.) ... $1,430,192.00 
From this last named sum, “should be de- 
ducted, say, sss z... 800,000.00 


Being bonds and interest on State debt paid 
in 1875......... m-- TEES nm $1,130.192.00 


Showing that the disbursements in 1875 exeeeded those 
of 1876, by the sum of $582,375.45, the excess being 
greater than the entire disbursements during the year 
1876. 


During 1876, to Dec. 18th, there was re- 
ceived into the State Treasury, the 


sum Of .eeoeeesenoreteuosoroesenasoeoeeoooeouoeonn 663,259.00 
To this sum, must be added (taxes of 1876, , 
not reported to Dec. 18th,) say........... ... 275,000.00 


ve A cee an 


Making the receipts for 1876........... $938,259.00 
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`- The total acreage of the State i8................... 23,536,799. 


Total valuation of same..................- deeeeene $95,097,480.00 
State tax on same........... srenti sarspesnoon awa 623,371.00: 


Total valuation of personalty, 1 1876......... «$85, 702,040.00 
State tax on same . eer NUM 282,67 8 


(The counties of Alcorn, Greene, Marion and Monroe, 
are not embraced in the valuation of personality above 
given, the Assessment Rolls from those counties having 
been returned for correction, and not yet re-returned to 
the Auditor.) 


The subjoined statement will show, at a glance, some 
of the substantial results accomplished by your session of 
1876: 


Disbursements by Warrants in 187 5 and 1876, (to Dee. 
1822,) with decrease for 1876. 


DEPARTMENT. 1875. 1876. DECREASE 1876. 
Legislative.......... $118,624.39 $100,854.73 $ 17,769.66. 
Judiciary... ........ 230,025.98 89,943.45 140,082.58 
Executive......... 38,947.30 90,940.69 3,606,61 
Library.............. 4,528.87 1,888.78 2,640.14 
Ex. Con. Fund.... 10,000.00 4,400.00 5,600.00 
Deaf & Dumb and 

Blind Ins....... 25,000.00 18,850.00 6,650.00 
Penitentiary........ 66,046.20  *19,169.75 47,476.45 
Printing............. 50,808.02 . 7*21,680.05 29,122.97 
Lunatic Asylum... 97,000.00 68,730.00 28,270.00 
Com. Immigration 5,216.65 440.13 4,776.52 
Express&Postage.. 2,559 01 1,718.42 840.59 
Com. for Assess’ g- 34,588.03 14,581.65 20,056.88 
Militia............... 5,000.00 sente 5,000.00 

"Total, ..........-. $573,939.45 — $262047.60 — $311,891.855 


In 1876, you levied, for State purposes, a tax of 64 mills 
on the $1,600 of property. In 1872, the levy was 30 per’ 
cent. greater than the levy for 1876; in 1873, 92 per 
cent, greater; in 1874, 115 per cent. greater, and in 1875, 
42 per cent. greater. So it will be seen that the tax-pay- 
. ers have directly and sensibly experienced the practical 
results of the economy inaugurated by your session of 
. last year. 


* In the disbursements for 1876 $3,408. for printing, and $16, 000 
forthe Penitentiary, embraced in above staement, were appropr iated 
to pay deficiencies in those departments for 1875. 
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. The foregoing furnishes a stronger commentary than can 

any words, and shows the result of substantial and visible 
retrenehment and economy under the wise and judicious 
legislation of last winter. Not a Department has suffered 
since you met in January, 1876, for means to meet its 
necessary expenses, yet the cost of administering the 
different branches of the Government was, in 1876, less 
than one-half of what it was in 1875. - 

During 1876, to the 1st day of December, the State 
paid the sum of $137,400 of her bonded debt, and $41,824 
interest on the same. Certificates of indebtedness, 
to amount of $122,504, were cancelled during the 
same period. Auditors warrants were outstand- 
ing to November 30th, 1876, to the amount of 
$590,368.52, of which $227,718.36 were Insurance war- 
rants on deposit, and $185, 269.77 were known as Railroad. 
warrants. (7. e, Ripley ‘and N. 0O., J. & G. N. R. Rs.) 
which were ordered cancelled by the Acts of April 15th, 
1876, but which the State Treasurer was enjoined from 
cancelling. Injunction suits, in relation thereto, are still 
pending. Amount due Chickasaw School Fund, on the 
Ist. day of December, 1876, was $814,743.23; to same 
date, interest on said debt to amount of $46,809.04 had 
been paid, leaving $20,671.86 of interest due on the day 
named. 


Indebtedness of the State. 


The following was the Indebtedness of the Stat 
the 1st day of December, 1876: 


Due Chickasaw School Fund,..... ... MER $914, 743 28 
Due Interest on $ame,............ss sss s. 20,671 86 
Due Common School Fund, Llevavaseyesesosoe ano senn nn 87 8.57 2 67 
Due Interest on same, (Distributive, ) TERES 65,327 63 
Warrants Outstanding, Learaas kon oaoso ne kota an eee 590,368 52 
Certificates of Indebtedness, PERMET 26,882 00 ` 
Bonds Due Jan. 1, 1877, .............. .... $307,650 

“ “ “1, 1878,..... ss 149,900 

“ « “ 1. 1879, wonn 5,600 

w si “ 1, 1896,....... . 227,150— 690,300 00. 
Interest on Bonds, January 1, 1877, HM 32,189 50 
Railroad Tax, for Distribution, SERRREER 8,579 35 
Interest on Insurance Deposits,................. 14,376 67 
Interest on Bonds, (not yet audited,)........ . 84,736 00 


. Total amount Indebtedness, ...... eerte $3,226,847 43 
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From the foregoing, should be deducted the following 
amounts: 


Chickasaw School Fund and Common School 
Fund, debts upon which the State is only 
required to pay interest, (less $60,926 21, 
on latter, in U. S. Bonds, counted below 


as balance in Treasury, )...sen eerte sou ...01,082,389 69 
Cash balance in Treasury, Dec. 1, 1876,...... 308,582 55 
Warrants in Treasury owned by ' State, and 

included in Outstanding Warrants,.......... 185,269 77 

Total Deductions...................- achat dt $2,126,242 21 


Leaving as the Indebtedness of the State 
proper, December Ist, 1876, the sum of.....$1,100,605 22 
For amore detailed statement of the Finances of the 
State, I refer to the Annual Reports of the Auditor of 
Public Accounts and State Treasurer, which will be shortly 
transinitted to you. 
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Revenue Agent. 


On the 19th of April last, I appointed John IL Echols, 
of Ilinds county, as Revenue Agent, under the Act of 


. April 15th, 1876, entitled “An Act to appoint an Agent 


to investigate frauds and collect revenues due the State, 
counties and levee boards of the State.” The gentleman 
named is peculiarly fitted for the important position. To 
great industry he adds many years of valuable experience 
in duties connected with the financial affairs of the State. 

Mr. Echols entered at once upon the discharge of the 
duties imposed upon him by the Act mentioned. He has 
had statements made, and has re-examined all the ac- 
counts and settlements made under what is known as the 
Abatement Act of 1875. He -has made a specialty of 
matters connected with sales of lands for taxes, and has 
been enabled to correct many erroneous sales, and to ac 
cumulate much valuable information in regard to the col- 
lection of taxes on lands held by the State. 

For a statement of the transactions of the Revenue 
Agent, and suggestions in regard to needed changes in 
the laws on the subjects pertaining to his office, I respect- 
fully refer to the Report of that officer, which will be 
transmitted to you. 


PUBLIC EDUCATION, 
Since your last session, Hen. l'homas S. Gathright, hav- 
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ing been appointéd t to the Presidency of the “State Agri- 
cultural and Mechanieal College of Texas,” has resigned 
the position of State Superintendent of Public Education, 

a position which he had filled for nearly five months with 
distinguished credit to himselfand to the State. On the 
17th day of August last, I appointed Hon. made. Bard- 

well. of Lauderdale county, to the position ade vacant 
by the resignation of Prof. Gathright. . B. entered 
upon the discharge of his duties on the i day of Sep- 

tember. A gentlemen of intelligence and refinement, 
peculiarly fitted for the position, under his management 
the Department of Education i is conducted with ability 
and satisfacton. 

The system of Public Education has become a part of 
our State Government, and in every section the people 
seem to bealive to the importance .of free and liberal 
education for the youth of both races. Few, if any, ob- 
stacles areinterposed by any class of our citizens, and 
soon, it is confidently believed, the Free School System 
of Mississippi will compare favorably with that of older, 
richer and more experienced States. 

The following statistics for 1876, will prove of interest: 

Total number of educable children in State: 


White males,............ senes e 0 84 972 l 
* feMaleSss.seroennssserseresen vu TD 946 —164 918 
Colored males,. sese em eese sees 89 907 
* females,............... SEXUM 100 271 —190 078 
354 996 
Total number in schools: 

White, sereni rhe se te e Reo cen eet renes 16 026 f 
Colored, ee ..90 178 —166 204 
Average monthly enrolment i in schools: 

White, ................. e. De ena DO 9854 
Colored........... . ..68 580 —183 964 
— Number “of teachers employed: 

White. cece sess seen ..2 128 
Colored.............. manton sss eene nnne 1 238 —3 361 
Receipts tor scholastic year, from 50 counties 

reported, (exclusive of Universities and 

Normal Sehools)...............s cece e $441 422 80 
Expenditures for scholastic year, from 50 

counties reported, (exclusive of Universi- ] 


ties and Normal Schools NENNEN $417 760 27 


100 — ki 


Average monthly salary paid teachers, as reported in 
50 counties, is, white, $43 00, colored, $39 55. 


The State Universities and Normal.Schools are report- - 
ed to be in aflourishing condition. The number of stu- 
dentsin attendance at the University of Mississippi is at 
present 114; in Normal Department of Tougaloo Univer- 
sity, 112, and in Preparatory Department, 109; in the 
Normal School at Holly Springs, 70. The two latter - 
are schools for colored students. 
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a Alcorn University. 


Iam gladto be able to state that Alcorn University ` 
bids fair to become what its founders designed it be, to. ` 
wit: a first-class University for the education of the col- 
ored youth of Mississippi. The University has had a 
chequered career. I hardly need mention to you its 
condition when you convened in session last Jauuary, for 
it was well known. Mismanagement and other causes. 
had leftit almost a wreck, an University only in name. 
Parents had become disheartened, and many of them had 
withdrawn their sons; discipline had become so lax as to 
be almost powerless in restraining students from evil 
practices ; the college classes had become badly deranged, 


' and, in some instances, entirely broken up; valuable - 


property had been destroyed or stolen :——everything was 
in a state of contusion, or worse. Feeling a warm and 
deep interest in its welfare and success, I appointed a 
Board of Trustees composed of gentlemen who I was as- 
sured felt a like interest in Alcorn University. On the 
20th day of July last. I tendered the position of President 
to Hon. H. R. Revels, feeling confident that he, above all 
others, could place the -University upon a prosperous 
footing. Dr. R accepted, and immediately entered upon 
the discharge of his duties. The result has been most 
satisfactory and gratifying. “The fall term opened on the 
15th day of September, and there are now 50 students in 
attendance, with the prospect of, perhaps, double that . 
number at the opening of the winter term, now near at. 
hand. The change of management has restored confi- . 
dence, and there is no reason known to me why the In- 
stitution should not, ere long, number its students by 
hundreds. The expense to each student per week for tu- 
ition, boarding, washing, fuel and lights, need not exceed 
$1 35. Scores of young men may be enabled to prose- 
cute their studies within its walls whose poverty would 


— a 


11 


otherwise shut themout. The strictest regard is now 

paid to the cultivation of good morals and habits in the 

students, and the Faculty, earnestly striving to profit by- 
past sad experience, are leaving nothing undone to sur- 

round the young men with such influences as will tend to 

their moral elevation. The marked good deportment of 

the students, together with the warm commendations of 

the leading citizens of the vicinity, leads me to believe 

that the Institution has before ita bright and successful 

career. 

The State Superintendent of Public Education informs 
me that he experiences much difficulty in obtaining from 
county Superintendents the official reports required by 
law. Some legislation may be needed to compel a com. 
pliance with thelaw. Itis very important that the re- 
ports be furnished within the time fixed. 

The State Superintendent also informed me that he finds 
great confusion exists in the minds of County Superin- 
tendents, Teachers and Trustees, and even of many legal 
gentlemen, as to the precise import of some enactments 
in relation to the free school system. The ground of such 
diversity and confusion should certainly’ be removed, in 
so far as they are due to the defects of legislation. It is 
exceedingly important that the Public School System of 
the State should be thoroughly organized upon a basis 
that will commend it to the confidence and affection of 
our entire population. The hope is entertained that very 
much can thus be accomplished by wise legislation, re- 
pealing what is defective, incorporating what may be 
deemed beneficial, and then consolidating the whole into 
afew simple statutes, clearly defining the rights, powers ` 
and duties of all concerned. I commend this subject to 
your most thoughtful and patient consideration. 

Our prosperity and greatness as a State, and happiness 
as a people, depend upon the free and liberal education 
of the youth of both races:—and every effort calculated 
to improve the means and opportunities of education, 
shall receive from me most cheerful encouragement and 
substantial. support. 


THE STATE’S CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS. 


It is with no little pleasure I report to:you that the 
Charitable Institutions of the State are in a most satisfac- 
tory and flourishing condition. 


The Lunatie Asylum. 
The Annual Report of the Superintendent of the Lu- : 


12 d 
natic Asylum, shows that the past year was the most ` 
successful of that Institution under its present manage 
ment; that more patients were accommodated than in 
any year since 1869, and that, too, relatively with a 
smaller outlay of money. The Appropriation for 1875, 
. to meet current expenses, was $72,000, all of which sum 
was drawn and expended. The Appropriation for 1876 
was $60,000. Notwithstanding the appropriation was one- 
sixth less, the affairs of the Institution were so well man- 
aged in 1876, that not only was the sum of $60,000 suffi- 
_cient, but the entire appropriation, I am informed, was 
not expended. During the past year, there were more 
recoveries and fewer deaths comparatively than during. 
any preceding year, and notwithstanding the walls were 
crowded beyond their legitimate capacity, there were no 
accidents or calamities. . 

The following statement shows the number of patients, 
etc., on the 31st. December: D 


. MALES. FEMALES. TOTAL. 


Number in Asylum,....................... 167 169 336 
Number at beginning of 18506,........ 157 167 8324 
Admitted during year,............... 64 24 88 
Discharged recovered during year,.. 28 14 42 
Discharged improved during year... 8 1 9 
Died during year,.......................... 17 T 24 


At your last session, you made an appropriation of 
$8,730 for roofing and protecting the unfinished wing of 
the Asylum. This work has been completed, and the 
money was very judiciously expended under direction of 
the Board of Trustees. Many applications for the admis- 
sion of patients have been refused lately on account of 
the want of accommodation. The new wing will accom- 
modate between eighty and one hundred. l recommend 
that you make the necessary appropriation for the pur- 
pose, and that the Trustees be authorized to have the 
wing completed and furnished at the earliest practicable 
moment. Inits present condition, it is of no service, and 
the money heretofore expended on it is so much dead 
capital. Humanity requires that the State should do all 
1n its power to provide and care for its unfortunate insane. 


Institute for the Blind. 


Since the opening of the present session, October Ist, 
21 pupils have been received at the Institute for the 
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Blind. The average attendance during the past year, was 
28. Of this number, 13 were white females, 10 white 
. males, and 5`colored males. No provision has been made 
for the admission of colored females. I recommend suclr 
legislation as may be necessary to provide for the recep- 

tion of this class of blind pupils. Out of the sum.of $8,000, 

appropriated at your last session for the support of this 
Institution during 1876, about $3,000 were used to pay an 
outstanding debt, which had been carried over from year 
to year for several years. That diversion of the annual 
appropriation made an additional sum of about $2,500 
necessary to meet the current expenses of the past year, 
which the State Treasurer, by order of the State Board of 
Finance, was authorized to advance, re-imbursing himself — 
out of the appropriation for 1877. The main building of 
the Institute is in a very dilapidated condition. A yearor 
two hence, it will not be habitable, without a large amount 
of money expended i in repairs. Even then, the policy of 
patching an old building at heavy expense, is, to say the 
least ofit, doubtful. Icall your attention to this subject, 
and recommend such legislation as to you may seem 
proper in the premises. 


Institution for Degf Mutes. 
f 


The number of pupils in attendance at the Institution 
for Deaf Mutes, during the past year, was 40. The 
average attendance was 35. There were 24 pupils in at- _ 
tendance on the 20th of December, with a good prospect of 
an increase during the winter months. Dr. Carter, who 
was Principal for many years, and managed the affairs of 
the Institution with eminent suecess, resigned during the 
past summer. The Board of Trustees elected Prof. Chas. 
H. Talbot to fill the vacancy. Prof. T. is a gentleman of 
experience, and under his management the Institution is 
sustaining its reputation as a first-class school for Mutes. 

At the beginning of the past year, this Institution was 
encumbered with a debt of near $2,000, which it had been 
carrying over from year to year. This debt was paid out 
of the annual appropriation for 1876, which caused a 
deficiency. . As in the case of the Institute for the Blind, 
the State Treasurer was authorized to advance the sum 
necessary to meet current expenses, and re-imburse him , 
self out of the appropriation for 1877. This was thought 
to be better for the State than to borrow the money, 
waich would increase the amount. I recommend that 


. 14 m 
separate appropriations be made to pay the deficiencies 
thus created in the two Institutions, so that their affairs 
will not hereafter be embarrased by debts hanging over 
them from year to year. I also recommend that the 
Board of Trustees be authorized to employ some physician 
by the year for the Institute ior Deaf Mutes. Dr. Carter 
did the medical practice during the period he was Princi- 

pal. Itis now necessary to employ a physician. 
The State has made ample provision for the education 
of its blind and deaf and dumb, but I am informed by the 
Principals of the two Institutions that many pupils are 


prevented from attending on account of the inability of 


their parents or friends to pay traveling charges from 
their homes to the State Capitol. I recommend süch 
legislation as may be deemed proper to enable the 
indigent blind and deaf and dumb youth to reach the 


Institutions. The sum required in the aggregate would . 


be small, and some provision might be made by which the 
State or counties would furnish transportation upon satis- 


factory proof that the parents or friends were not able to 
do so. 


For a detailed statement of the operations of the Char- 
itable Institutions, during the past year, their needs and 
wants, I refer you to the Annual Reports of Superinten- 
dents and Boards of Trustees, which will be transmitted 
to you. 


THE STATE PENITENTIARY. 


On the 20th day of December, there were in the State . 


Penitentiary 711 convicts, 83 white and 628 colored. 
Between the 30th day of November, 1875. the date of the 
Annual Report, to November 30th, 1876, there were re- 
ceived 445 convicts. 159 are within the walls, and 552 
outside. 7 whites and 61 colored effected their escape du- 
ring the past year. The health of the convicts, both in- 
side and outside the walls, has been good. The hospital 
average inside during the past year was’ about 10, most 
of which were chronic cases, the diseases having’ been 
contracted previous to admission. Only four deaths oc- 
curred among the convicts inside the walls during the 
year. There are 200 cellsinthe Penitentiary, of which 
only 174 are serviceable. 


In accordance withthe act of April 15th, 1876, the 
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inspectors, on the 9th day of June, leased the Peniten- ` 
tiary convicts, buildings and property, to Messrs. Jones 
S. Hamilton and John L. Hebron, on the following terms, 
to-wit: The lessees bind themselves to feed, clothe and. 
maintain the convicts, to furnish them with medicine, 
medical attendance and proper care and treatment when 
sick, to pay all expenses of ‘conveying them to the Peni- 
tentiary, of guarding, ete., all rewards for escapes, inclu- 
ding advertising, jail fees, charges for returning, etc., to 
émploy and pay all necessary officers, superintendents 
and guards, excepting the State Superintendent, and tor 
all convicts over 140 in number, to pay the State the sum 
of $1 10 per head per month,dating as to' each convict 
from the day he shall come into their hands, said payment 
to be made annually, on the 1st day of June 1877, 1878, 
1879, and 1880. The lesseesentered into bond for the: 
faithful performance of their contract, as provided in the 
Act. ' 


On the 9th day of November, in pursuance ot author-, 
ity granted to them by the said act of April 15th, the 
lessees of the Penitentiary entered into a contract with 
E. Richardson, a sub-lessee under Messrs. French and 
Jobes, the latter of whom held certain convicts under a 
contract made with the Inspectors under the act of Feb- 
ruary 26th, 1875. Under the contract between E. Rich- 
ardson and Messrs. Hamilton and Hebron, Richardson 
retains possesion of all the convicts held by him as sub- 
lessee of F'. and J., up to the 1st day of January, 1878, the 
mumber being 150, and no reduction to be made on ac- 
count of escapes, etc. R. releases to said H. and H. his 
right to insist upon specific performance of the contract 
ander which F.and J. hold beyond the said ist day of 
January, 1878, at which date-he is to deliver said con-, 
viets to Messrs. H. and H. 


On the30th day of December, 1876, Messrs. Hamilton 
and Hebron, lessees, entered into a contract with Messrs. 
French and Jobes, who held under the act of February 
26th, 1875, by which contract Messrs. F. and J. surren- 
dered to Messrs. H. and H. all the convicts which the 
"former were in possession of under said act. At present, 
all the convicts of the State, excepting the 150 in posses- 
sion of E. Richardson, as above stated, are embraced in 
the contract of June 9th, between the Inspectors and 

* Lessees. | 
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As authorized by the act of February 20th, 1875, I in- 
structed, on the 17th day of August last, the Superinten- 


dent of the Penitentiary to visit Washington and other 
counties where convicts are worked, and make an in- 


spection of the food, clothing and general treatment of 3 


the convicts in possession of Messrs. French and Jobes or 
of others holding under them. The Superintendent made 
a careful and thorough inspection. He found the num- 
ber of convicts held under thelease of F. and J. to be 
321, stationed on ten different plantations in Washing- 
ton, Issaquena, Ooahoma and Bolivar counties. ` He 
found all the convicts furnished with proper medical at- 
tention when sick, and generally well fed and well 


. clothed. The guarding of the convicts was found to be . 


inefficient and defective. This has given rise, and justly 
so, to much complaint and uneasiness in the neighbor- 
hoods where they are stationed. It has a tendency to 
corrupt the morals of a community, besides subjecting 
citizens to insults and outrages. The contract with 
‘Messrs. French and Jobes requires them to furnish suffi- 
cient guards, their appointment to be approved by the 
State Superintendent. This requirement, Iam informed, 
has been entirely ignored by Messrs. F. and J. 


Inspectors of the Penitentiary. 


The act of April 15th, to provide for leasing the Peni- 
tentiary, appoints the "Inspectors as Commissioners to 
make the lease. Section 19 abolishes the office upon the 
closing of the contract: but section 11 seems to continue 


the Inspectors in office as Commissioners, and empowers — 


them with certain duties in the event the bond of the 
lessees shall become insolvent or insufficient. As the 


lease has been perfected, and the Commissioners have no ` 


duties to discharge except in the condition: named, I re- 
commend that the office of Inspector or Commissioner be 
abolished altogether, and that the duties required of them 
by section 11, be devolved upon the State Superintend- 
ent. The latter resides at the State Capitol, and the du- 
ties can be discharged at less expense to the State. 


MILITIA. 


The dansè tution: (Article IX., Section 2) is in the fol- 
lowing words: “The Legislature shall provide for the, 


organizing, arming, equipping and discipline of the Militia, 
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and for paying the same;” and Section 3 made it the 
“duty of the first Legislature to make such laws as shall 
be necessary to immediately create an effective Militia in 
this State.” Chapter 46, of the Code, provides for the 
enrollment and organization. During the present admis- 
tration, no necessity has existed for the services of the 
State Militia. The civil power has at all times been suffi- 
cient to enforce law-and preserve the public peace. But 
even had there been any necessity for organizing the Mili- 
tia, I was powerless to do anything, as the Legislature made 
no provision for that purpose. £ trust there will be no 
necessity in the future;—but I feel it to be my duty to 
call your attention to the Constitution and laws on the 
subject, for such action as to you may seem proper. 


There are many State Arms in the hands of private in- 
dividuals, which, at different times, were distributed to. 
officers of the Militia by my predecessors. Some legisla- 
tion is necssary to compel parties to surrender these arms, 
most of the efforts heretofore taken to accomplish that 
object having failed. The Adjutant-General of the State 
reports to me that he has succeeded, through the assist- 
ance of Gen. Will. T. Martin, in securing in Adams county 
100 breech-loading altered Springfield Rifle Muskets, 
packed in boxes in good order, 29 loose guns rusted,-and 
a considerable lot of accourrements. These arms and 
accoutrements are stored in Natchez, subject to my order. 


Forty-one guns and bayonets are yet in the possession of 
citizens, who refuse to surrender them to the Agent ap- 
pointed by me. 63 boxes of arms, 47 boxes of ammuni- 
tion, and 8 boxes of haversacks, deposited in the United 
States camp at Jackson in 1875, by order of Governor 
Ames, were recently moved by the Adjutant-General to 
the Capitol Armory, and there stored, the U. S. officer 
in command having given notice that the post at Jack. 
son had been abolished, and the government buildings 
ordered to be sold.. 


REGISTRATION. 


During the recent canvass in this State,ithe registra 
tion of voters was unusually large. In only one count. 
was there any complaint as tọ the working of the Regis 
tration Law of your last session. As there was some 
doubt as to the intention of the Legislature on one point, 
I submitted to the Attorney-General, “early in the sum- `’ 
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mer, the question as to whether one member of the County 
Board of Registration could go alone to the different 
election precincts and register the voters, or whether, in 
every act of registration, the law required a quorum of 
the Board to be present. On the 30th of June, the At- 
torney-General gave it as his opinion that the law re- ` 
quired the County Board to be in session during the regis- ` 
tration of voters. I am informed that most, if not all, of 
the County Boards conformed their action to the views of | 
the Attorney-General. 

I recommend such legislation at your present session | 
as will place beyond question or' uncertainty’ the inten- 
tion of the Legislature. The Act of 1876 requires that 
all of the * county board shall not be members of the . 
same political party." Certainly that requirement is de- 
feated if one member can discharge all the important du- 
ties of registration. In partial or special registrations | 
it may not be a matter of much moment :—but in general 
registrations, the Board should be in session at each pre- 
cinct, and every act should be the act of the Board and 
not of one member. 

ITalso call your attention to the fact that the law of 
1876 makes no provision for the payment of the expenses 
of the State Board. No provision is made for the ap- 
pointment or payment of a Clerk or Secretary, and the 
Board is forced to have one, as there is no little clerical 
labor required. There are other items, for which you 
should make some provision:—among which is that of 
the traveling expenses of the member who, does not re- 
side at the State Capitol. It is not just, to require any 
one to discharge publie duties at his own expense. 


PRESIDENTIAL ELECTORS. - 
The Code of 1857, (Sec. vii., Art. 48, p. 98,) fixes the 
compensation of Electors of President and Vice-Presi- 
dent of the United States, in going to and returning from 
the State Capitol, to cast their votes, but your last session 
made no appropriation for their payment. The amount 
due the Electors who met in Jackson, December 6th, is 
about,$400. I recommend the appropriation to pay it. 


FORFEITED LANDS. 

The State owns many thousand acres of lands, forfeited 
for taxes. In many instances the lands are valueless. 
But in others they are very valuable. “These lands 
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pay no taxes to the State. As a general rule, 
the original owners are in possession. This is great 
injustice, not only to the State, but to those who faithfully . 
bear the burdens of Government. I trust the Legislature 
will take some action to divest the State of the title to 
these lands, and place them where they will contribute 
their share to the public revenue. This i3 a subject of 
such grave importance that it calls for most judicious and 
well-matured legislation. Every citizen should be required 
to bear his share of the burden of government. I am 
aware of the difficulty of accomplishing the step I recom- 
mend; but the evil grows worse from year to year, and 
demands some remedy. What the remedy should be, I 
leave to.the wisdom and discretion of the Legislature, 
only assuring you that you shall have my hearty co-oper- 
tion in any measure that will tend to counteract or correct 
the evil complained of. 


FINES AND FORFEITURES. 


A considerable proportion of the money received on 
account of Fines and Forfeitures, is lost to the State. 
This is caused by defects in the laws providing the man- 
ner in which such money may be accounted for, and paid 
over. The whole system is loose, and has been the sub- 
ject of complaint, besides loss to the State, for years. 
The matter is of sufficient importance to justify a thorough 
revision of the laws on the subject. There is no reason 
why the State should lose a dollar which belongs to its 
Treasury, nor is there any reason why the collection and 
payment of moneys received from fines and forfeitures 
may not be reduced to the almost perfect system which 
now characterizes the collection and payment of those 
received from taxes on privileges. I ask your attention 
to the subject, Light taxes even are burdensome when 
taxpayers have reason to believe their money fails to 
reach the Treasury:—while heavy taxes lose many of their 
harsh features, when the persons who pay them know 
they are honestly. accounted for, and are appropriated to 
pay the legitimate expenses of Government. 


COUNSEL IN STATE CAUSES. 


On the 6th of March, the Supreme Court of the State 
affirmed the judgment of the Chancery Court of Lauder- 
dale county, against the Mobile and Ohio Railroad 
Company. The judgment is for $397,866. The suit was 
brought by the State to recover from the Company the 


amount of the Chickasaw School Fund, loaned o it by the : 


State in 1856, 
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The Act of February 7th, 1867, in relation io the New ` 


Orleans, Mobile and Chattanoooga Railroad Company, 
required the Company to construct and maintain a draw- 
bridge over and across the central portion of Pearl River, 
where the track of the Company crossed that stream. 


Failing to comply with the requirements of the Act, Suit . 


in Mandamus was brought by the State against the 
Company at the June, 1875, Special Term of the Circuit 
Court of Hancock county. The Court decreed a Peremp- 


tory Mandamus to issue, commanding the Company to | 


construct and maintain the drawbridge, etc., as required 
by the Act of 1867. The Company appealed to the 
Supreme Court of the State, which affirmed the decree 
July 17th, 1876. 

Both of the cases named have been carried to the 
Supreme Court of the United States ana are now pending 
before that tribunal. 

It is important that the State be represented by compe 
tent counsel in the Supreme Court of the United States. 
I call your attention to the matter, confident that you will 
-take such action as may be necessary in the premises. 
The case against the New Orleans, Mobile and Chatta- 
nooga Railroad Company is one in which the citizens of 


the Gulf Shore are very much interested. The mouth of 


Pearl River is now, and for some time has been, perma- 
nently closed by an iron bridge, and the lumber interests 
of the southern section of the State suffer by every day’s 
delay on the part of the Road to comply with the Act of 
the Legislature and the order of the Court. 


THE CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION. 


Agreeably to an Act passed at your last session, the 
Centennial Board of Managers, for this State, was re-or- 
sanized. Fifteen gentlemen, representing various indus- 
trial pursuits, and residing in different portions of the 
State, were commissioned. The former Board had already 
contracted for the erection of a building at Fairmount 
Park, iutended as a headquarters for visitors from Missis- 
sippi. The new Board ratified the contract, and the 
building was ready at the opening of the Exhibition on 
the 10th of May. This building was erected by the 
Mississippi Valley Industrial Company, at McComb City, 
and the lumber used in its construction represented sixty- 
eight varities of timber grown in Pike and Lincoln 
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counties. I am informed by the Managers, and by many 
visitors, that it was one of the most attractive State 
buildings in the Park. 

The limited time and the limited appoi at the 
disposal of the new Board, prevented a full exhibit of our. 
State products and industries at the Exhibition :—still a 
creditable display was entered, and first honors were 
awarded the Mississippi Mills, at Wesson, and the Whit- 
field Manufacturing Company at Corinth, for several 
classes of fabrics exhibited by those establishments. 


The Board of Managers will submit to you 'a detailed 
statement of expenditures pertaining to the Exhibition ; 
and their report will show that although the appropriation 
was limited to five thousand dollars, a considerable por- 
tion was unexpended, and has been returned to the State 
Treasury. 


NEEDED LEGISLATION. 
Right or Redemption. 


Many prominent legal gentlemen, in different portions 
of the State, have called my attention to the fact that the 
Revenue Law of April 15th, 1876, either entirely fails, or 
is not sufficiently clear and explicit in its effort, to secure 
the right of redemption when land is sold for taxes to an 
individual, and not struck off to the State. It must cer- 
tainly have been the intention of the Legislature to secure 
the right of redemption in such cases. But by a careful 
reading of section 48, (pp. 153-4, Sheet Acts,) it will be 
seen that, if done at all, it is done in such doubtful terms 
that the Courts will have to settle the question before it 
will be safe for the citizen. Nearly every person takes 
for granted that the right of redemption exists in the con- 
dition named, and it is too important and vital a matter to 
be involved in doubt. 

I recommend immediate legislation on this subject, 
(and you cannot give it attention too early invyour ses- 
sion.) Not only should the Legislature declare, in unmis- 
takeable terms, what its meaning was, but the redemp- 
tion, when lands are sold for taxes to individuals, should 
be reserved and secured in terms equally unmistakeable. 
It should not be left a subject for judicial kont ion 


Injunction of Taxes. 


By an Act passed at your lastzsession, the power of the, 


x 
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citizen to stay the collection of taxes by injunction was 
greatly enlarged. Before the issuance of the writ, the 
citizen should be required to’ give bond to the State or 
county, as the case may be, in double the amount of the 
tax enjoined, with at least two good sureties, conditioned 
for the payment, (in case of failure,) of the tax, with 
damages and costs; and the Chancery Court, in its order 
of dissolution, on final decree, should give judgment upon 
the bond, for the taxes enjoined, with damages and costs. 

Legislation upon this subject is made absolutely neces- 
sary by a decision of the Supreme Court of the State 
rendered at its present session, in the case of “the State vs. 
T. D. Harris, Tax Collector of Rankin county,” in which it 
was held that where the collection of taxes has been stayed 
by injunction beyond the time fixed by law for distress 
and sale, there is no power in the Collector to seize and 
sell the property of the citizen. The taxes will, therefore, 
be lost, unless authority is given to the Chancery Court 
to render decree for them. > Moreover, itis only right that 
the State should be protected by a bond when her taxes 
are enjoined, just as a private person is protected when a 
judgment is enjoined. I recommend such legislation as 
raed be necessary to meet the decision of the Supreme 

ourt. : 


' Reversal of State Cases. 


Many State cases are reversed in the Supreme Court 
because the transcript of the record fails to show a proper 
organization of the Grand Jury ; or fails properly to show 
the bringing in and filing of the indictment; or fails to 
show affirmatively that the prisoner was present in Court 
during the trial, or during some portion thereof. Irecom- 
mend legislation providing that no reversal shall take 
place upon any of these grounds, except when motion on 
the subject was made in the lower Court, and that where ' 
such motion was made in the lower Court, it shall be the 
duty of that Court to correct all improper entries so as to 
show the facts as they occurred. 


) Statute of Limitations. 


At common law the State is not bound by the 
of Limitations. Very few States or nations have l 
bound themselves: but in our State, by section 2169, for . 
the Revised Code of 1871, (which is copied from the Code 


. 
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of 1857, Chapter LVIL,-Art. 25, p. 402,) the Statute of 
Limitations is made applicable to the State as to individ- 
uals. “This should be allowed to stand as to moneyed de- 
mands and personal property, but I recommend it be 


_ repealed as to real estate, otherwise the State is in dan- 


ger of losing valuable public lands and school lands. It 
is impossible, in the nature of things, that the State can 
watch, with the same vigilance as an individual, her lands 
scattered over her entire surface. 


VACANCIES IN THE LEGISLATURE. 


Since your last session, two of your members have been 
removed by. death: Hon. David Jenkins, .one of the Rep- 
resentatives from the county of Madison, and Hon. J. M. 
McInnis, Representative from Harrison and Jackson 
counties. In pursuance of the Constitution, I ordered 
elections to fill the vacancies caused by the death of tie 
members named. I also ordered elections to fill the fol- 
lowing other vacancies in the Legislature, to-wit : Hon. C. 
M, Vaiden, one of the representatives from the county of 
Carroll, resigned ; Hon. Samuel Powell, one of the Repre- 
sentatives from the county of DeSoto, resigned ; Hon. T. 


: B. Graham, Senator from the IXth district, resigned ; Hon. 


H B. McClure, Senator from the XVth district, expelled 
from the Senate at its last session. The undersigned hav- 
ing, under the act of March 21st, 1876, assumed the du- 
ties of Governor, an election was ordered for Senator 
from the XXIInd district. — i 
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EX CHIEF-JUSTICE PEYTON. 


I cannot, in justiceto the worth and memory of one who 
was, for many years, an honored and conscientious public 
servant, omit to make mention of the death, since your 
adjournment last spring, of the Hon. Ephraim G. Peyton, 
Ex Chief-Justice of the Supreme Court of the State. An 


eminent. jurist and a man of incorruptible integrity, he 


discharged the duties of the exalted and responsible posi- 
tion with honor to himself and the State. Filled with 
honors and years, he has gone to his grave sincerely 
mourned by the people he served so faithfully. 


CONCLUSION. 


I desire to return thanks to the heads of Departments, 
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and to those serving under them, for most cheerful assist- | 
ance rendered ‘on all occasions. sincerely hope that — 
your present session may be pleasant to yourselves and 
profitable to your constituents. May our Heavenly Guide 
direct and prosper all your consultations to the safety, 
honor and welfare of every citizen of the State. And 
when your legislative labors have ended, and you shall 
have returned to your homes, may each one of you deserve 
and receive from a grateful constituency, the plaudit: 
“Well done, thou good and faithful servant.” 


J. M. STONE. 


- 


EXECUTIVE PARDONS. 
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REPORT OF PARDONS, ETC., GRANTED IN 1876, BY ADELBERT 
i AMES, GOVERNOR. 


Robert Chambliss, Winston county; burglary ; May Term, 
1874. Sentenced to two (2) years confinement in the State 
Penitentiary. Pardoned, January 8, ; 

Recommended by Hon. M. A. Metts, (Senator,) J, L. Conner, 
(Sheriff,) J. W. Lampwell, (Chancery Clerk,) W. S. Bolling, 
(Mayor,) and others. Reasons: Prisoner had remained in county 
jai: seven months before going to Penitentiary ; has a large family 
dependent for support on his labor; has been sufficiently punished. 

Thomas H. Beverly, Adams county ; forgery; October Term, 
1874, Sentenced to three (3) years confinement in the State 
Penitentiary. Pardoned January ll. . 

Recommended by Hon. H. C. Griffin, Hon. Wm. Lynch, W. 


McCary, (Sheriff,) Wilson Ward, (Treasurer,) and many others. ' 


Reasons : Amount of money obtained very small; punishment of 
over one year considered sufficient; the parties against whom the 
forgery was committed ask his pardon. 

G. T. Bronzeen, Colfax county; cbtaining money under false 
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pretences; October Term, 1875. Sentenced to four (4) years” 


confinement in the State Penitentiary. Pardoned February 18. 

Recommended by Hon. Wm. Gray, H. H. Harrington, 
(Chancery Clerk,) H. H. Hardy, (President Board Su- 
pervisors,) Rev. B. F. Penny, Ephraim Strong, (Sper- 
visor, ) and numerous citizens. Reasons: Prisoner has been con- 
fined six months, which is sufficient punishment for obtaining $28 
under false pretences, the amount for which conviction was had. 

Mike Behn, Tunica county; exhibiting and conducting a lot- 
tery. Sentenced, February 4th, 1876, before a Magistrate, ‘to six 
months confinement in the county jail,and to pay a fine of five 
hundred dollars, Pardoned (as to imprisonment,) February 19. 

Recommended by M. J. Manning, A. J: Wilkinson, Dr. P. E. 
Chapman, E. Carter, and others. Reasons: Fine of $500 deemed 
sufficient for the crime committed. 

Jim Sparks, Noxubee county; grand larceny; October Term, 
1873. Sentenced to five (8) years confinement in the State 
Penitentiary. Pardoned February 22. 

Recommended by Judge J. A. Orr; District Attorney H. B. 
Whitfield, S. M. Meek, J. Stewart, and many others. Reasons : 
Served long enough for offense committed; wife and helpless 
children dependent on him for support; high character of recom- 
mendations. 

Charles Hamilton, Warren county; grand larceny; March 
Term, 1875. Sentenced to three (3) years confinement in the 
State Penitentiary. Pardoned March 7. i 

do ee by Hon. Luke Lea, District Attorney W. F. 
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Fitzgerald, Hon. J.-L. Hebron, Brien & Spears, and many 
others. Reasons: Youth of prisoner, and understanding between 
counsel that he should plead guiliy, and have only one year. 

John O. Bell, Adams county; manslaughter; November 
Term, 1874. Sentenced to ten (10) years confinement in the 
State Penitentiary. Pardoned March 9. 

Recommended by Hon. H. C. Griffin, Hon. Fred Parsons, 
Wilson Wood, H. H. Lynch, and many other citizens. Reasons: 
Aged ‘parents dependent on him for support; convicted on cir- 
cumstantial evidence, and not able to take case up on writ of 


error, where it is believed he would have been granted a newgtrial. ` 


Alexander Smith, Chickasaw county; rape; -April Term, 
1873. Sentenced to confinement in the State Penitentiary for 
life. Pardoned March 11. ` ` 

Recommended by Hon. W. H. Gibbs, Hon. Fred Parsons, Dr. 
T. J. Mitchell, Hon. Mac Hussey, Hon. J. D. Cessor, and 
others. Reasons: Ill health ; good prison conduct; belief that 
the prisoner is not guilty of the crime of' rape. 

J. L. Rainey, Winston county; shooting with intent to kill 
and murder; March Term, 1876. Sentenced to six (6) months 
confinement in the State Penitentiary. Pardoned March 28. ' 

Recommended by Hon. M. A. Metts, Hon. W. B. Winston, 
Judge J. A. Orr, H. B. Whitfield, and others. Reasons: Case 
not properly made out by witnesses; youth of prisoner; only 
child of a widow lady, dependent upon him for support; steady, 
sober, moral young man. 2. 


REPORT OF PARDONS, ETC., GRANTED IN 1876, BY J. M. STONE, 
GOVERNOR. ` 


John H. Davis, Jr., Copiah county; assault and battery, with 
intent to kill and murder; April Term, 1875. Sentenced to two 
(2) years confinement in the State Penitentiary. Pardoned April 8. 

Recommended by Hons. E. A. Rowan and G. W. Miller, 
(Representatives,) Hon. John J. Smith, (Senator,) Hon. U. 
Millsaps, (Judge,) and many leading citizens. Reasons: Davis 
is a young man, of good moral character; peaceable, law-abiding, 
and convicted on evidence that was simply sufficient to render 
him barely technically guilty ; no damage was done to the injured 
party, who joins in the petition for his pardon; Davis is a very 
poor man, and has a family dependent on his labor. . 

Eli Hodgins, Colfax county; bigamy; March Term, 1876. 
Sentenced to six (6) months confinement in the State Penitentiary. 
Pardoned April 14. 

Recommended by Hon. J. A. Orr, (Judge,) J. S. Carothers, 
(Chancery Clerk,) L. F. Bradshaw, L. Brame, R. C. Beckett, 
and many others. Reasons: Hodgins’ former wife had deserted 
him fora period of more than three years before he married the 
second time; he consulted with a Justice of the Peace and the 
Circuit Clerk of the county, and the information received from 
them created the impression on his mind that he had the right to 
marry the second time. 


| OU Am. 

L. P. King, Yazoo county; murder; indicted in the Circuit’ 
Court of Yazoo county. Pardoned April 28. 

Recommended by Hons. J. E, Everett, (Senator,) R. S. Hud- 
son and L. A. Campbell, (Representatives,) Col. W. H. Luse, 
and a large number of the leading citizens of the county: Rea- 
sons: King killed W. R. Vaughn, his son-in-law, who had 
seduced his own sister-in-law, King’s daughter. King is a quiet, 
peaceable, law-abiding citizen, aud has a large family dependent 
on him, consisting of his wife and nine children. 

Margaret Givens, Colfax county; murder; March Term, 1876. 
Sentenced to be hanged. Sentenee commuted May 10th, to 
confinement for life in the State Penitentiary. : 

Recommended by Hon. L. Brame, and Messrs. L. F. Brad- 
shaw, J. S. Carothers, John A. Stevens, Frank S. Pate, and 
many other citizens of Clay county, (formerly Colfax.) Reasons: 
Woman of very weak intellect, and of the lowest order of in- 
telligence, bordering on idiocy ; only fourteen years of age when 
she killed her child; belief that the killing was caused by influ- 
ence of others. - 

A. J. Jumper, Itawamba county; petty larceny; sentenced, 
1872, to pay a fine of twenty-five dollars, ($25 00,) and to 
stand committed. until paid. Fine remitted, upon payment of 
costs, May 26. 

Recommended by J. Wm. Cumming, (prosecutor,) Hon. B. B. 
Boon, (Judge,) Hon. J. A. Blair, (District-Attorney,) Hon. 
David Johnson, (Representative,) John C. Cates, A. P. Gaither, 
and many other citizens of Itawamba county.. Reasons: The 
evidence was not’ sufficient to warrant conviction; the prisoner 
isja poor man, and a good, quiet, peaceable citizen. 

King Henderson, DeSoto county; prowling in mask and dis- 
guise; September Term, 1874, Sentenced to five (5) years 
confinement in the State Penitentiary. Pardoned May 26. 

Recommended by Hon. J. B. Morgan, (Senator,) Hon. Sam'l 
Powel, (Judge Third District) W. J. Bynum, (Sheriff) 
R. R. West, (Chancery Clerk,) and many other citizens of 
DeSoto county, without regard to party or race. Reasons: 
Henderson was convicted under section 2724, of the Code of 
1871; the proof on trial was, that he, with a half-dozen respectable 
colored men, decoyed from his bed a colored man, who, under 
pretence of holding a revival meeting, was really debauching the 
females of the families in the neighborhood, (Henderson’s among 
others ;) the man was flogged, and made to „leave the county ; 
Henderson was disguised by having meal or flour on his face. 
and what would have been otherwise assault and battery, was 
made an offense under section 2724; Henderson is a colored 
man, about 70 years old, and bears an excellent character. 

Jesse B. Deen, Covington county; assault and battery; March 
Term, 1875. Sentenced to pay a fine of twenty-five dollars, 
($25) and to be confined in the county jail for thirty (30) days. ` 
Imprisonment remitted June 7. 


Recommended by Hon. G. C. Chandler and Bentonville 


-- 
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Taylor, Esq. Reasons: Atthislate day, the imprisonment would 
subserve no useful end. Evidence, not known at time of trial, 
shows strong mitigating circumstances. Deen has a large family 
of children, with no one to take care of them. 

A. P. Baird, Hinds county; grand larceny; November Term, 
1873. Sentenced to three (3) years. confinement in the State 
Penitentiary. Pardoned June7. _. 

Recommended by Hons. W. H. Mallory, Marye Dabney, John 
L. Hebron, Geo. W. Harper and Oliver Clifton, (Representatives, ) 
Dr. T. J. Mitchell and Hon. Luke Lea. Reasons; Prisoner has 
already served five-sixths of his term, and is in very feeble and 
failing health; his prison conduct has been unexceptionably 
good. 

Joseph Smith, Lee county; shooting with intent to kill; April 
Term, 1876. Sentenced to one (1) years confinement in the 
State Penitentiary. Pardoned June 7. 

Recommended by Hon. B. B. Boone, (Judge,) Hon. J. M. 
Allen, (District Attorney,) J. M. Ecktord, S. J. High, T. B. 
Smith, Osgood Taylor, and many white and colored citizens 
residing in the neighborhood. Reasons: Prisoner suspected the 
party with whom the difficulty occurred, with too great intimacy 
with his wife. On the day of the difficulty, Smith was returning 
from church, and met his wife with the suspected party; he 
interfered to induce his wife to go home with him, when he was 
attacked by the other party with a razor, when Smith fired his 
pistol, but not, it is alleged, at the attacking party. 

David R. Kinly, Tunica county ; removing mortgaged property, 
with intent to defraud the mortgagee. Sentenced by T. J 
Woodson, J. P., 15th of February, 1876, to pay a fine, and be 
imprisoned in the county jail for twelve (12) months. Imprison- 
ment remitted June 19. 

Recommended by T., J. Woodson, (J. P.,) E. Carter, (Clerk) 


' J. M. Phillips, M. J. Manning, Perkins & Perkins and V. B. 


Waddel, (prosecuting attorneys,) and others. Reasons: Kinly 
has already been imprisoned over four (4) months, and it is 
thought his punishment has been sufficiently great. 

Theodore Cofield, Tunica county, (samè in every respect as 
Kinly, the two having been: tried jointly, and the petition for 
pardon being a joint one.) 

William Wall,. Warren county; petit larceny. Sentenced by 
L. M. Loewenberg, J. P., 5th June, 1876, to sixty (60) days 
imprisonment in county jail. Pardoned June 26. 

Recommended by L. M. Loewenberg, (J. P.,) and T. G. 
Birchett, Jail Physician. Reasons: Prisoner is sick with asthma, 
and his condition is such that imprisonment will endanger his 
life. 

Hester Chambers, Lincoln county; assault and battery. Sen- 
tenced May 3rd, 1876, by Hon. W. R. Baggett, Mayor of Brook- 
haven, to thirty (30) days impriscnment in the county jail. 
Pardoned June 26. 

Recommended by Hon. W. R. Baggett, (Mayor and J. P.,) J. 


e 
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B. Deason, A. O. Cox, (Sheriff,) H. Cassidy, (District Atorney.) 
and other officers and citizens of Lincoln county. Reasons: 
Prisoner is in bad health, and pregnant, and imprisonment in her 
case might be very dangerous. E 

Alexander Alsup, Tippah county ; murder; February Term, 
1876. Sentenced to be hanged. Death sentence commuted July 
18ih, to imprisonment for life in the State Penitentiary. 

Recommended by Col. W. C. Falkner, (prosecutor,) W. T. 
Stricklin, B. F. Worsham, A. "D. Drummond, W. W. Bailey, 
John Y. Murray, H. B. McCord, (Circuit Clerk,) W. D. Brad- 
ford, (presiding Judge,) and many citizens of Tippah county. 
Reasons: Belief that the killing was done under such circum- 
stances as to reduce the crime to manslaughter, and that the law 
will be vindicated by commuting the sentence to imprisonment 
for life. 

William Merritt, Lee county ; placing obstruction on railroad 
track ; April Term, 1875. Sentenced to two (2) years confine- 
ment in the State Penitentiary. Pardoned July 26. 

Recommended by Hon. B. B. Boone, J. A. Blair, (District 
Attorney,) and Hon. F. M. Goar. Reasons: Merritt is quite 
young, and the testimony showed that he stood silently by, while 
his associates were attempting to obstruct the railroad track, | 
saying and doing nothing himself; he bears a good character, is ` 
the only support of a weakly mother, and has served fifteen 
months of the twenty-four. ` i 

Ann Shelvin, Alcorn county; attempting to effect escape of 
prisoner; July Term, 1876. Sentenced to one (1) years impris- 
onment in the State Penitentiary, Pardoned August 1. 

Recommended by Hon. J. A. Green, Hon.. J. M. Allen, (Dis- 
trict Attorney,) B. F. Williams, W. M. Inge, and others. Rea- 
sons: The prisoner, it is represented, was influenced by her 
husband, and was ignorant of the nature of the crime; she has 
an infant child, and it is not believed the public interest: 
will be conserved by her confinement in the Penitentiary. 

‘Spencer Pope, Covington county ; bigamy; arrested by Justice 
of the Peace upon affidavit charging him with the offense. Par- 
doned August 2. | 

Recommended by Hon. J. 1. Fairley, H. A. MeLecd, Benton- 
ville Taylor and 8. G. Ferrell. Reasons: Accused is a very 
ignorant man; about seven years ago, he married, but shortly 
after lett his wife, on account of her gross misconduct. In the 
fall of 1875, he employed an attorney to procute a divorce, and 
was under the impression, when he married again, that a divorce 
had been obtained. This impression was caused by a misconcep- 
tion of language usel by his attorney, who makes a full state- 
ment. l í 

W. W. Owings, Neshoba county; petit larceny. Sentenced 
by J. H. Barrett, J. P., to pay a fine of ten (10) dollars, and to 
E (60) days imprisonment in tke county jail. Pardoned 

ugust 3. 

Recommended by J. E. Simmons, (Sheriff) J.C. Gully, 


LI 
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(Clerk,) Roberi F. Barrier, (Superintendent Education,) and 
«many citizens of Neshoba. Reasons: Prisoner has served thirty- 
five days of his sentence, and is very ill. Physicians state that 
further confinement might cause death. 

John W. Barrett and Louisa Barrett, Neshoba county ; incest. 
Pardoned Auguat 3. 

Recommended by E. Newell, M. D., W. L. Bassett, (Repre- 
sentative,) Hon. H. C. Greer, and many citizens of Neshoba 
county. Reasons; John W. Barrett married his niece, Louisa 
Barrett, on the 16th day of July, 1876, in entire ignorance that 
the marriage was prohibited by law. On being informed, a day 
or two afterward, of the law on the subject, the parties separated, 
and have not since lived together as man and wife. 

Richard: Laren, Yazoo county; manslaughter; May Term, 
1876. Sentenced to five (5) years imprisonment in the State 
Penitentiary. Pardoned August 15. 


Recommended by Hon. R.-S. Hudson, (Representative,) R. G. ` 
Hudson, John M. Clark, R. Bowman, and a large number of . 


citizens of Yazoo county. Reasons: The party who was killed, 
followed Laren for a considerable.-distance, (400 yards,) kicking 
cuffing and cursing him, evidently with intention of proviking a 
difficulty. The jury recommended the mildest punishment known 
to the law. : 

George MeShzn, Lee county; rape; October Term, 1874. 
Senteneed to imprisonment in the State Penitentiary for life. 
Pardoned August 28. 

Recommended by Hon, B. B. Boone, (presiding Judge,) and 
Hon. J. A. Blair, (District Attorney.) “Reasons: The prisoner 


was a mere boy, of small stature, and the woman was large aud 


well-grown, weighizg more than prisoner; the offense was alleged ` 


to have been committed within forty feet of Mr. Brownley, the 
woman’s employer; no complaint was made for over a month, 


when the woman had a falling out with prisoner ; the woman was 


the only material witness as to the offense. 

Charles Magee, Lincoln county; assault and battery with 
intent to kill. July-Term, 1876. Sentenced to five (5) years 
imprisonment in the State Penitentiary. Pardoned September 20. 

Recommended by Hon. J. M. Smiley, (Judge), H. Cassidy, 
Jr. (District Attorney ), Hons. Benj. King and R. H. Thompson, 
and about 900 other citizens of Lincoln and Copiah counties. 
Reasons: The youth and previous good character of the pris- 
oner; the’ extreme age and helplessness of his father and 
mother, with whom he lives. 

John Hathaway, Washington county; grand larceny; April 
term, 1875. Sentence, three (3) years in the State Penitentiary. 
Pardoned, October 31. 

Recommended by the Judge who presided, the District At- 
torney, who prosecuted, Messrs. Trigg & Buckner, F. Valliant, 
E. Stafford, Frank V. Brahan, Phelps & Skinner, Attorneys, and 
many others of the leading citizens of Washington county. 
Reason: The prisoner was a butcher, and was found in posses- 
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sion of a stolen cow. The evidence was such as to leave his 


guilt a matter of grave doubt. The cow was valued at $27 00... - 


The prisener has been confined in the Penitentiary for over 18 
months. Under the circumstances, it is believed his punish- 
ment has been sufficient. l i 

Charles Hartman, Washington county. (Same in every rés- 
pect as John Hathaway—-the two having been convicted on a 
joint indictment, and the petition for pardon being a joint one.) 

Abraham Polk, Marshall county; seduction: October term, 
1876. Sentenced to one (1) year’s imprisonment in the State 
Penitentiary. Pardoned November 3. 

Recommended by Hon. J. W. C. Watson (presiding Judge), 
Hon.. James T. Fant (District Attorney), Henry C. Myers 
(Sheriff ), Messrs. W. S. Featherston, Wm. M. Strickland, Law- 
rence Johnson, and others. Reason: Developments since the 
trial show that Polk was not guilty of the offense of which he 
was found guilty. 

Daniel Churchwell, Warren county; beating his wife, and 
resisting an officer. Sentenced 1st November, 1876, by Hon. 
L. M. Loewenberg, J. P., to six (6) months imprisonment in the 
county jail. . Pardoned November 17. 

Recommended by L. M. Loewenberg, J. P., and T. G. Bir- 
chett, jail physician of Vicksburg. Reason: The prisoner is 
sick, and the pardon is granted upon certificate that confine- 
ment ih jail will endanger his life. l 

Berry Jackson, Aleorn county; grand larceny; February 
term, 1876. Sentenced to one (1) years imprisonment in the 
State Penitentiary. Pardoned December 2. 

Recommended by Hon. B. B. Boone, Ethelbert Barksdale, 
C. A. Taylor, B, F. Williams, and Robert Henderson. Reason: 
Jackson has nearly served out his term; his conduct in“the 
Penitentiary has been most exemplary; has assisted in the 
capture of several escaped convicts; has a mother nearly blind, 
and two sisters, in a suffering and almost destitute condition, 

James McCarthey, Marshall county ; misdemeanor. Sen- 
tenced November 28,'1876, by Hou. L. Johnson, J. P., to ten (10) 
days imprisonment in the county jail, and to pay a fine of 
twenty-five dollars. Pardoned December 5. 

Recommended by L. Johnson, (J. P.) W. H. Jones (City 
Marshal), Henry C. Myers (Sheriff ), Hon, George M. Govan, 
John B. Howard, R. S. Stith, and.J. B. Evans. Reason: Mce- 
Carthey is a private in Company “K,” 16th U. S. Infantry, is 
utterly insolvent, and is pardoned to enable him to accompany 
his command, which is ordered off. 

Preston Turner, Claiborne county; malicious mischief. Sen- . 
tenced, November 14, I876, by E. J. Smith, J. P., to pay a fine 
of ‘fifty dollars, and to be imprisoned in the county jail for 
thirty (30) days. Pardoned December 14, 1875. - 

Recommended by E. J. Smith (J. -P.), Silas Ford (prosecu- 
tor), Hon. E. S. Drake (Representative), Hon. A. J. Lewis, the 
county officers, and many others of the leading citizens of 


* 
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Claiborne county. Reasohs: Turner shot Ford's cow, which . 
had, for some time, been in the habit of breaking in T.’s en- 
closure; he shot her with small shot, not crippling her ; F. 
told him he could not prevent his cow from breaking into his 
(T.'s) enclosure, and suggested the shooting with small shot; ' 
Turner is an industrious, worthy man, and punishment, under 
the circumstances, is not demanded by justice. 

Elvin Logan, Rankin county; murder; April Term, :1876. 
Sentenced to be hanged; affirmed by Supreme. Court, October 
Term, 1876. Death sentence commuted to imprisonment for 
life in the State Penitentiary, December 15th, 1876. 

Recommended by Judges of the Supreme Court, Hon. R. 
Lowry, Hon. R. Leachman, (presiding Judge,) Hon. J. L. 
McCaskill, Hon. H. X. Ware, and many citizens of Rankin — 
county. Reasons: Logan was moved to take the life of Young’ 
by great provocation, which takes away from the homicide much 
of the moral turpitude of the act. Reference is made to the 
carnal intercourse of Young with Logan’s wife. 

John W. Wright, Rankin county; burglary; April Term, 
1875. Sentenced tu three years imprisonment in the State 
Penitentiary. Pardoned December 18. l 

Recommended by Hor. R. Leachman, (the presiding Judge,) 
Hons. R. Lowry, A. G. Mayers and S. D. Robbins. Reasons: 
The prisoner was convicted upon circumstantial evidence. Sub. 


sequent events have proved that he did not commit the crime of 
which he was found guilty. 


RECAPITULATION: 
Pardoned by Governor Ames. 
Whole Number of Pardons, ete., Granted.............. 9 
OutMor Penitentiary coo ceo kou eit oux ERSTER 8 
Out or Ogunty dai soo Ri Te cer EE ERE cet 1 
i 9 
By Governor Stone. 
Whole Number of Pardons, ete., Granted ... .. .... 31 
Out of State Penitentiary.... .......... .. ae sin . 15. 
Out of County Jails .......:!... 2.00.22. it 
«Before Trial. -s eici sot Mei ek ere SA 3 
Death Sentence Commuted to Imprisonment for Life.... 3 
31 
RECAPITULATION RECAPITULATED. 
Whole Number of Pardons and Commutations, 1876.... 40 
Out of State PenitentiarY..................eeereseo. 23 : 
Out of County JAN. i... Lone apie ee EPA ane 11 
Before Trial....... coco ies Saas wan eee 3 


Death Sentences Commuted to Imprisonment for Life... 3 
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EXECUTIVE CONTINGENT FUND. 
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REPORT OF THE DISPOSITION OF THE EXECUTIVE CONTINGENT 


ii FUND, FOR THE YEAR 1876. 

Se y 1. Voucher No. 1. Emmett L. Ross, services 
Delegate to National Convention Board 
Commeree,...... serene 

11. Voucher No. 2. E. H. McMichael, capture 
i of Cook, convict, .....c+0c0cners ore 
20. Voucher No. 3. Polk Smith, services in 
Quartermaster's Department € 

20. Voucher No. 4. George Charles, services 
in Quartermaster's Department......... 

20. Voucher No. 5. Shedrick Kemp, services 
in Quartermaster’s Department........ 

20. Voucher No. 6. Duck Williams, services 
in Quartermaster's Department ....... 

20. Voucher No. 7. Field Foster, services in 
Quartermasters Department... 1...... 

21. Voucher No. 8, R. M. Leach, capture of 
Morrow, CONVICt...... l eee eee teren nn 

26. Voucher b A J. W. Winn, capture of 


27. (a), Sonthern Express Company, freight 
Ol BLatiOnery. eov s REX CE eee ea ae 
Feb'y 1. Voucher No. 10. George Crawford, nigbt 
watch, capitol (Januar ry) ME TD ease 
1. #Voucher No. 11. Shedrick Kemp, mes- 
senger, capitol (January)............. 
3. *(b). W. U. Telegraph Comp'y, telegrams 
Gron dm 
3. “(c). C. H. Farr, R. R. map of the United 
SLATES E 
4. Voucher No. 12. W. H. Reid, capture of 
Bennett, fugitive............. ....... 
10. Voucher No. 13. T. L. Cooper, capture of 
ester, Convict... vwe kwa cec eere rue 

11. *(d). E. Murrell, boiler for stove, etc. . 
M'ch 2. Voucher No. 14. George Crawford, night 
watch, capitol, ( February) bro ee Aa fa ars 
a. “Voucher No. 15. Shedrick Kemp, mes- 
senger, capitol, (February)............ 
"29. *Voucher No. 16. Shedrick Kemp, mes- 
senger, capitol, (March)............... 
29. *(e). “M. Smith, vraie ete., (Man- 
i BON E en E AET 


t 


$120 00 
50 00° 
26 00 
20 00 

, 26 00 
26 00 
51 00 - 
150 00 
50 00 

4 80 
50 00 
15 00 

2 35 

800. 

250 00 


50 00 
3.75 


50 00 
15 00 
15 00 
22 00 


34 


. *(f ) Travis Rhodes, postage stamps, ete. 
. *(g). C. Shober & Co., letter heads, Ex- 


eeutive office 
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. Voucher No. 17. George Crawford, night 


eee te 


watch, capitol, (March)........ 


. Voucher 18. .Jack Burton, capture of id 


las, convict. 


e « O «e « a n 


. Voucher No. 19. Shedrick Kemp, messen 


ger, capitol, (April).........:........ 


. Voucher No. 20. George Crawford, night 


watch, capitol, (Apr il) 


ee 


. *(h). J. L. Gray, repairing locks, (Man- 


sion 


# a 2 


. Voucher No. 21. A. Washington, repair- 


ing gate and fence, (Mansion)......... 


. Voucher No. 22, Vicksburg and Meridian 


Railroad Comp'y, freight on arms, (1875) 


. Voucher No, 23. Shedrick Kemp, messen- 


ger, capitol, (May)................0.. 


. Voucher No. 24. P. J. Roach, night watch, 


capitol, (May). 


ey 


. Voucher No. 95. W. U. Telegraph Comp'y, 


telegrams on Executive büsiness....... 


. Voucher No. 26. Shedrick Kemp, messen- 


ger, capitol, (June)............. seus 


. Voucher No. 27. P. J. Roach, night watch, 


capitol, (June), us io cave cox eo en 


. Voucher No. 28. Austin Henry, pon 


cistern, (MAansion).............evene. 


.-Voucher No. 29. Shedrick Kemp, messen- 


ger, capitol, (June)........s eoe 


. Voucher No. 30. Josiah Daley, arrest of F. 


M. Gibbons, fugitive, charged with mur- 
der, proclamation, April 18, 1874 2:23 


f Voucher No. 31. P. J. Roach, night watch, 


capitol, (July)... inc. ceu er eremo 


. Voucher No. 32. George Mayhem, capture 


of Moses Young, conviet......... l... 


. Voucher No. 33, L. R. Wilson, capture of 


Henry Woodward, FOTN 54.44 ee wa ps 


. Voucher No, 34, Shedrick Kemp, messen- 


ger, capitol, (August)........ ....... 


. Voucher No. 35, P. J. Roach, night watch, 


capitol, CAugusi).. ics a eman x 


30. Vousher No. 36, Shedrick Kemp, messen- 
30. 


ger, capitol, (September).............. 
Voucher No. 37. P. J. Roach, night watch, 
capitol, (September)............ 


. Voucher No. 38, W. U. Telegraph Comp'y, 


telegrams on Executive business... .... 


. Charles Daly, repairing locks, capitol.... 


21 50 


55 00. 
50 00 
50 00 


10 00 
30 00 
5 00 
6 20 
38 50 
10 00 
30 00 


15 95 


10 00 
30 00 


7 45 - 


10 00 


1000 00 
30 00 


50 00 
100 00 
10 00 
80 00 


10 00 
30 00 


35 
.81. Voucher No. 39. Shedrick Kemp, messen- 


“ger, capitol, (October) ............... 10 00 
‘31. Voucher No. 40. P. J. Roach, night wateh, : 
capitol, (October)... ............0. eee 30 00 


Nov. 1. Voucher No. 41. Charles Daly, repairing 


locks, Mansion. .:............. ..... 5 70 
11. Voucher No. 42. W.U. Telegraph Comp’y, 
telegrams, Executive business, (June 30) 5 05 
11. Voucher No. 42. Express Company, ex- 
pressage, Executive business, (July 8).. 50 
11. Voucher No. 42. Jackson Postoffice, box 
rent, quarter, (July 10) .............. 2 83 
11. Voucher No. 42, W. U. Telegraph Comp'y, 
telegrams, Executive business, (Aug. À) 50 
11. Voucher No. 42, Excelsior Manufacturing 
Company, letter book, (Aug. 14)....... 4 50 
11. Voucher No. 42, Express Company, ex- 
pressage, (August 16) ....... .i.:... 15 
11. Voucher No. 42. W. U. '"elegraph Comp’y. 
telegrams, Executive business, (Sept. 15) 3 65 
Dec. 1. Voucher No: 43, Shedrick Kemp, messen- l 
à; . ger, capitol, (November) IDA te ae e quA 10 00 
1. Voucher No. 44. P. J..Roach, night watch, 
capitol, (November)................. 30 00 
12. Voucher No. 45. Henry Clay, hauling 57 
boxes ammunition, 63 boxes arms, “and 
8 boxes haversacks from United States  , ` 
camp to ce DN NET “ 23 00 
80. Voucher No. 46. P. J. Roach, night watch, i 
capitol, (December) ... ............. 30 00 
30. Voucher No. 47. Shedrick Kemp, messen- 
ger, capitol, (December)......... ; 10 00 
Total a faking oie a nekade ke a ki gave ci kan e ra GÈ | 83, 823 78 


* The items marked with an asterisk (thus *), were paid 
out of the balance ou hand, Jannary 1, 1376. 


STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT—-EXECUTIVE CONTINGENT FUND—1876. 


Dr. 
To balance on hand, January 1, 1876..... , $163 36 
To appropriation, April 15, 1876 ........ 4,000 00 
To appropria’n, same date, for deficiencies. 400 00 
484, 563: 36 
Cn. 
By disbursements, above stated.......... $2,823 78 
By balance « on hand, January 1, 1877..... 1,739 58 
Total. oret ew e os He n... $4563 36 $4,563 36 


January 1, 1877. 


* 
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